
Federal Funding Available for
Brownfields Redevelopment

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) currently defines a brownfield site as “real
property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or
potential of a hazardous substance, pollutants, or contaminant.”

In January 2002, the federal brownfields legislation, “Small Business Liability Relief and
Brownfields Revitalization Act,” was signed into law and authorized additional funding.  The goals
of U.S. EPA’s expanded brownfield grant program available through this new legislation are to:

� Deliver assessment and cleanup funds and support to communities.
� Build partnership networks to support local revitalization efforts—including federal agencies,

state and tribal programs, and non-profit organizations.
� Facilitate the emerging private redevelopment market—by increasing certainty, clarifying

liability, and providing additional market-based incentives.

This new and expanded funding program will work with communities using four (4) competitive
grant programs, conducted annually.  The first three (3) programs described below will use a
two-step grant application process designed to reduce the preparation work for applicants.  (The
fourth program, Job Training and Redevelopment Demonstration Grant Program, remains a full,
nationally- competitive one-step application process.)

Brownfields Assessment Grant Program

Grants of up to $200,000 per site (including petroleum sites) for the following activities:
� Inventory, characterize, assess, and conduct planning related to one or more brownfield sites.
� 10% may be used for development of local government site remediation program (which may

include health monitoring and monitoring and enforcement of institutional controls).
� Portion of grant may be used to purchase insurance for the characterization or assessment of site.

Revolving Loan Fund Grant Program

Grants of up to $1,000,000 per eligible entity (recipient to provide 20% match) to:
� Capitalize a revolving loan fund; up to 60% of funds to be used to capitalize a loan pool.
� Make one or more loans to an eligible entity, site owner, site developer, or another person.
� Make grants (up to 40% of funds) to an eligible entity or nonprofit to clean up a site it owns.

Clean up Grant Program

Grants of up to $200,000 per site for eligible entity or nonprofit to clean up a site it owns.

New Brownfields Grants Proposal Submission/Selection Process

Only one application is needed for all three Grant Programs.  Only those applicants whose Initial
Proposals are determined by the U.S. EPA to be the highest ranking will be invited to prepare more
detailed Final Proposals.  The intent of this two-step process is to reduce the burden on applicants.
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Tentative Schedule for the Award Process

October 24, 2002 Federal Register Notice
December 16, 2002 Initial Proposals Due
January 2003 Invitations to Prepare Final Proposals
February - March 2003 Final Proposals Due
May - June 2003 Selections Announced
October 2003 Funding Available for Use

For additional information regarding grant applications and other resources available for brownfields
redevelopment, please contact one of the U.S. EPA, Region 5, Brownfields representatives listed
below:

Section Chief
Joseph Dufficy (312) 886-1960
Coordinator
Deborah Orr (312) 886-7576

For additional information regarding other U.S. EPA programs, please call U.S. EPA staff or visit
one of the U.S. EPA web pages: www.epa.gov/brownfields or  www.epa.gov/R5Brownfields

For letters of support, contact Gabriele Hauer, Section Chief of IDEM’s Brownfields Program, at
IDEM’s toll free number:  (800) 451-6027, ext. 3-2773 or (317) 233-2773.

http://www.epa.gov/brownfields
http://www.epa.gov/R5Brownfields
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